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DARPA Awards Unmanned Underwater Vehicle Contract to QorTek 
Inc. 
 
DARPA Awards Unmanned Underwater Vehicle Contract to QorTek Inc. for Advanced 
Communication Capabilities in the Undersea Environment 
 
DARPA has selected and contracted a QorTek proposal as part of its Direct to Phase 2 (DP2) program 
that provides funding of up to $1,250,000 as part of its overall FY2020 Small Business Innovation 
Research (SBIR) investments. The selected proposals represent a range of technologies that aim to 
benefit areas of interest and needs of the Navy and its SYSCOMS that represent DARPA investment 
in demonstrating critical technologies for a new class of unmanned underwater vehicles. 

The DARPA DP2 award will enable QorTek to continue its efforts developing advanced underwater 

communication technologies in support of the Naval future battlespace requirements. QorTek will be 

providing DARPA and US Navy with a new generation of advanced underwater acoustic modem 

technologies that can operate over extremely wide bandwidth as to meet needs for long distance 

communication, underwater communication networking, and possibly large video streaming between 

undersea assets. The resulting technological advances will result in a modular, low-cost, miniature 

acoustic modem hardware that can host open source underwater communication. This technology will 

enable effective communication and enhanced countermeasures in complex acoustic environments.   

More information about DARPA investment in advanced technology through their Small Business 

Office can be found at https://www.darpa.mil/work-with-us/for-small-businesses 

More information about QorTek’s technological capabilities can be found at qortek.com/technologies/ 

About QorTek Inc. 

With nearly 60 employees, including 35 Engineers (EE, ME, MatSE) and 4 PhDs, QorTek is a world 

leader in smart material devices and high-density power electronics, innovating, developing, and 

providing quality solutions to a diverse array of industries including underwater systems, land & air 

systems, military & commercial space systems, medical, and industrial. The dedicated and experienced 

team is committed to creatively advancing technology to promote sustainable business growth, driven 

by dynamic engineering enabled by advanced science and technology. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Email:  info@qortek.com  Phone: (570-322-2700) 
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